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This report is compiled by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, CT River Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office using fishway
count data provided by several agencies as well as power companies and is dependent in most cases on the review of video
counts, that have an associated time lag for updates. Please visit http://www.fws.gov/r5crc for more information.
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* CTDEEP will not operate the Rainbow Fish Ladder due its documented poor performance and the lack of suitable downstream fish passage protection measures
at the Stanley Works owned dam/project. Fish passage at this project has been the responsibility of the CTDEEP, due to FERC legal rulings.

** Spillway Fish Ladder - ; Cabot Station Ladder, base of canal, . Note that at Turners Falls Project (Dam/Canal) fish must use one of these two fishways
first before having the opportunity to pass the final required ladder (Gatehouse).

A - total collected from 3 eel ramp/traps at Holyoke in 2023

There has been substantial work done by the many state agency and power company biologist to continue to process digital image fishway counts
at many facilities since the last report at the end of June. Some notable updates include the still provisional American Shad passage count from
Steve Leach at the Gatehouse Ladder. The current number represents ~16% of the total passed at Holyoke which would make this an exceptional
passage season as that value in the past decade has commonly been in the ~10% range. We have also seen the commonly observed increase in
Shortnose Sturgeon passage at Holyoke during the summer. We have experienced climate change driven conditions in July - intense, high
precipitation events that have spiked the river discharge in mid July, coupled with extreme heat. The spill events at Turners Falls Dam from these
events resulted in two Shortnose Sturgeon becoming stranded in pools below the dam, as the fish had moved up to this barrier. Both fish were
reported to the agencies and FirstLight Power (FLP), both fish were removed, PIT tagged, and released thanks to Conte Lab's Micah Keiffer and
Steve Leach with other FLP staff. The following page also includes a table that represents a lot of work to obtain spawning history results for
Blueback Herring. Thanks to our two interns and Jacke Stephens - this year's results are notable as a deviation from typical virgin rates (often 80%)
much more on these assessment data and results in the future (much more work to go with aging of these fish via otoliths).
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Figure 1. Daily river discharge at Holyoke, MA, 7/1 to 8/3.
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Figure 2. USGS water temp data for Thompsonville, CT, 7/1 to 8/3.

Table 1. Spawning history for 674 Blueback Herring subsampled April - June 2024 among 4 assessment
sites. Independent and consensus read approach per USFWS developed procedures manual (Jackie

Stephens).
Blueback Herring Spawning Marks - 2024
Sex 0 % 1 % 2 % 3 %
F 173 63.1 75 27.4 19 6.9 7 2.6 274
M 263 65.8 106 26.5 27 6.8 4 1.0 400
436 64.7 181 26.9 46 6.8 11 1.6 674
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